
 
 
 
 

AboutUs: http://www.the-criterion.com/about/ 
 

Archive: http://www.the-criterion.com/archive/ 
 

ContactUs: http://www.the-criterion.com/contact/ 
 

EditorialBoard: http://www.the-criterion.com/editorial-board/ 
 

Submission: http://www.the-criterion.com/submission/ 
 

FAQ: http://www.the-criterion.com/fa/ 
 
 
 
 

ISSN	2278‐9529 
Galaxy:	International	Multidisciplinary	Research	Journal 

www.galaxyimrj.com 



The Criterion: An International Journal in English Vol. 15, Issue-VI, December 2024      ISSN: 0976-8165 

www.the-criterion.com         
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.10448030 

Cultural Hegemony and Alienation in the Indian Cultural Context 

Lilack Biswas 
Assistant Professor, 

Department of English, 
Dinabandhu Mahavidyalaya, Bongaon, 

Ph.D. Research Scholar, 
University Department of English, 

Ranchi University, Ranchi. 
& 

Dr. Samira Sinha 
Assistant Professor, 

University Department of English, 
Ranchi University. 

Article History: Submitted‐21/11/2024, Revised‐18/12/2024, Accepted‐30/12/2024, Published‐31/12/2024.

Abstract: 

British culture had a significant impact on Indian culture during the period of British 

colonial rule, which lasted from the mid-18th century until India's independence in 1947. Some 

of the ways in which British culture influenced Indian culture include the introduction of the 

English language, Western-style education, parliamentary democracy, legal systems, and 

cultural practices such as tea-drinking, cricket, and English literature. The British also brought 

their own architectural and urban planning styles, which can still be seen in many Indian cities 

today. However, the impact of British culture on Indian culture was not entirely one-sided, as 

Indian culture also influenced British culture in various ways, such as through the introduction 

of Indian cuisine, music, and philosophy. This article enquires deeply into the historical 

perspective and also the contemporary cultural alienation due to the Hegemonic presence of 

English in India. 
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Introduction  

Cultural alienation refers to a sense of separation or detachment experienced by 

individuals or communities from their cultural heritage or traditions. It is a feeling of 

disconnection from one's own cultural values, beliefs, and practices, which may occur due to 
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various reasons such as exposure to different cultures, migration, globalization, or cultural 

dominance of another group. Cultural alienation can lead to a loss of identity, a lack of 

belongingness, and a feeling of cultural inferiority, which can have significant psychological, 

social, and political consequences.  

Cultural alienation and loss of identity are two significant consequences of the hegemonic 

presence of English culture in India. The adoption of English language education, legal 

systems, and culture, and the marginalization of local cultures and traditions, has resulted in a 

sense of cultural dislocation and disconnection among many Indians. 

The marginalization and suppression of local cultures and traditions by the British 

colonial rulers often led to a loss of identity and a sense of cultural alienation among the Indian 

people. Local cultural practices and traditions, such as music, dance, art, and literature, were 

often denigrated and dismissed as primitive and uncivilized by the British. The promotion of 

English culture and values often came at the expense of local cultures, which were seen as 

inferior and backward. 

The adoption of English language education and culture has also contributed to the loss 

of cultural identity among many Indians. English-medium education has been seen as a means 

of upward social mobility, and it has often come at the expense of local languages and cultural 

practices. The widespread use of English has led to a sense of dislocation and detachment from 

local cultures and traditions, and it has contributed to a growing sense of cultural 

homogenization and loss of diversity. 

The loss of cultural identity and the sense of cultural alienation have had profound 

consequences for many Indians. It has often led to a sense of confusion, disorientation, and 

displacement, and it has contributed to a growing sense of cultural dislocation and 

disconnection. The ongoing debates and discussions around the promotion of Indian culture 

and values, and the role of English language education in Indian society, reflect the complex 

and evolving nature of the impact of English culture on Indian identity and culture. 

 

Cultural Hegemony   

Cultural hegemony refers to the domination or control of one culture over other cultures, 

particularly in the context of cultural and social relations. The concept was developed by Italian 

Marxist philosopher Antonio Gramsci in the early 20th century, who argued that cultural 

hegemony was a key component of capitalist domination and control. 

Gramsci argued that the ruling class in capitalist societies maintains its power and control 

by establishing cultural and ideological domination over the working class and other 
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marginalized groups. This is achieved through the dissemination of dominant cultural values, 

norms, and practices that become naturalized and accepted by society at large, effectively 

obscuring the ways in which power relations are organized and perpetuated. 

Cultural hegemony operates through various means, including media, education, and 

institutions, such as government and the legal system. Through these means, the ruling class 

can shape public opinion, values, and beliefs, and establish a dominant culture that reinforces 

the status quo and maintains existing power relations. 

 

Importance of the topic 

The alienation of Indian culture under the hegemonic presence of English culture is an 

important issue that has far-reaching implications for the Indian society, its identity, and its 

future. Some of the key reasons why this issue is important are: 

Loss of cultural diversity: Indian culture is diverse and rich, with a variety of traditions, 

languages, and practices that have evolved over thousands of years. The hegemonic presence 

of English culture has led to the marginalization and suppression of other local cultures and 

languages, resulting in a loss of cultural diversity. This loss can have significant consequences 

for the Indian society's social and economic development, as cultural diversity is a source of 

creativity, innovation, and resilience. 

Threat to cultural heritage: The alienation of Indian culture can also pose a threat to the 

preservation and transmission of India's cultural heritage to future generations. Many 

traditional Indian practices and customs are at risk of being lost due to the increasing adoption 

of Western values and lifestyles. This loss can have a profound impact on the Indian society's 

sense of identity, as culture and heritage are integral to a society's self-conception. 

Psychological and social impact: Cultural alienation can lead to a sense of disconnection 

from one's own cultural roots and traditions, which can result in feelings of isolation, low self-

esteem, and cultural inferiority. This can have significant psychological and social 

consequences, such as increased levels of stress, anxiety, and depression, and a decline in social 

cohesion and community solidarity. 

Political implications: The hegemonic presence of English culture can also have political 

implications, as it can perpetuate existing power imbalances and reinforce dominant social and 

economic structures. For instance, the marginalization of local cultures and languages can lead 

to the suppression of the voices and interests of marginalized communities, who may be 

excluded from political and economic decision-making processes. 
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Historical Background of English Culture in India 

The historical background of English culture in India dates back to the 17th century when 

the British East India Company established its first trading post in India. Initially, the British 

were interested in trading in textiles, spices, and other commodities, and they did not intend to 

establish a formal presence in India. However, over time, the British influence in India grew, 

and the British East India Company became a major political and economic force in the 

country. 

The British East India Company gradually expanded its territorial control, and by the 

mid-18th century, it had established its dominance over large parts of India. The Company also 

established a system of administration and governance, which was based on the British model, 

and introduced English language education and legal systems in India. 

The British colonial rule in India lasted for almost two centuries, from the mid-18th 

century until India's independence in 1947. During this period, the British established a 

hegemonic presence in India, which was based on their economic, political, and cultural power. 

The British controlled the Indian economy, and they also introduced new technologies, such as 

railways and telegraph, which facilitated communication and transport. 

The British also imposed their culture and values on the Indian society, and they used 

various means to promote their culture, such as literature, art, music, and architecture. They 

also introduced the English language as the medium of education and governance, which 

became a symbol of their cultural dominance in India. English language education was seen as 

a means of creating a class of Indians who would be loyal to the British Empire and who would 

serve as intermediaries between the British rulers and the Indian masses. 

The British colonial rule in India had a profound impact on the Indian society, and it led 

to significant changes in the social, economic, and cultural landscape of the country. The 

adoption of English language education and legal systems, for instance, facilitated the 

emergence of a new middle class in India, which was educated and Westernized. The British 

also introduced new political and administrative structures, which became the basis for the 

modern Indian state. 

However, the British colonial rule in India was also characterized by the exploitation of 

the Indian resources and people, and it led to significant social, economic, and political 

inequalities. The British also marginalized and suppressed local cultures and traditions, which 

resulted in the alienation of Indian culture under the hegemonic presence of English culture. 

The legacy of the British colonial rule in India is still visible today, and it continues to shape 

the social, political, and cultural dynamics of the country. 
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Explanation of alienation of Indian culture  

The alienation of Indian culture refers to the phenomenon where the traditional values, 

beliefs, customs, and practices of the Indian society are gradually getting lost or replaced by 

the dominant cultural influences from other cultures, particularly the Western culture. This 

process of alienation has been occurring for several centuries, particularly since the arrival of 

the British in India, which led to colonization and the imposition of English language, 

education, and culture on the Indian society. 

The impact of Westernization and globalization has also contributed to the erosion of 

Indian culture, as the younger generations are increasingly adopting the Western lifestyle, 

values, and attitudes, which are often at odds with the traditional Indian cultural norms. This 

cultural alienation has led to a loss of identity, a sense of detachment from the roots, and a 

decline in the appreciation and preservation of Indian cultural heritage. 

Furthermore, the Indian society is diverse and complex, with a rich history of various 

cultural traditions, languages, and practices. However, the hegemonic presence of English 

culture has often been portrayed as the ideal model for modernization and development, which 

has led to the marginalization and suppression of other local cultures and languages. This has 

further exacerbated the process of cultural alienation and led to a cultural divide between the 

urban and rural areas, and between the elite and the marginalized sections of the society. 

Therefore, the alienation of Indian culture is a complex and multifaceted issue that 

requires a deeper understanding of the historical, social, and political factors that have 

contributed to it. It is essential to recognize and appreciate the diversity and richness of Indian 

culture and to promote its preservation and revival to create a more inclusive and harmonious 

society. 

 

English culture's hegemonic presence in India  

English culture's hegemonic presence in India refers to the dominant influence and 

control of English language, education, and culture over the Indian society, which was 

established during the British colonial rule in India. The British colonization of India began in 

the 18th century and continued until the mid-20th century, during which the British imposed 

their language, culture, and values on the Indian society through various means such as 

education, administration, and media. 

One of the primary tools used by the British to establish their cultural hegemony was the 

imposition of English language as the medium of education and governance in India. The 

British believed that English education would create a class of Indians who would serve as 
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intermediaries between the British rulers and the Indian masses, and who would be loyal to the 

British Empire. Consequently, the spread of English language education led to a gradual 

erosion of the traditional Indian languages and cultural practices, as they were deemed inferior 

and obsolete. 

Moreover, the British also introduced their culture and values through various media such 

as literature, art, and music, which were designed to promote their worldview and ideals. The 

Indian society was often depicted as primitive, backward, and inferior, and the Western culture 

was portrayed as superior, modern, and progressive. This narrative reinforced the idea that the 

adoption of Western culture and values was necessary for India's development and progress, 

which further entrenched the hegemonic presence of English culture in India. 

Today, the legacy of English culture's hegemonic presence in India is still visible in 

various aspects of the Indian society, such as the dominance of English language in education, 

media, and business, the emulation of Western fashion, lifestyle, and attitudes, and the 

marginalization of local cultures and languages. However, there is also a growing movement 

to challenge and resist the cultural hegemony of English culture and to promote the 

preservation and revitalization of Indian culture and traditions. 

 

Impact on Indian culture 

The impact of English culture on Indian society has been significant and far-reaching, 

and it has affected various aspects of Indian life, including language, education, politics, 

economy, and culture. Some of the key impacts of English culture on Indian society are: 

Language: English has become a widely spoken and written language in India, and it is 

often used as the language of business, education, and governance. The widespread use of 

English has contributed to the emergence of a new class of English-speaking Indians, who often 

have greater access to opportunities and resources compared to those who do not speak English. 

Education: The British introduced a system of English language education in India, 

which became the basis for the modern Indian education system. English-medium education 

has been seen as a means of upward social mobility, and it has contributed to the emergence of 

a new educated and westernized middle class in India. 

Politics: The British colonial rule in India had a significant impact on the Indian political 

landscape, and it led to the emergence of modern Indian nationalism. The Indian nationalist 

movement was often critical of the British culture and values, and it sought to promote Indian 

culture and traditions. 
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Economy: The British introduced new technologies and economic systems in India, 

which contributed to the development of the Indian economy. However, the British colonial 

rule also led to the exploitation of Indian resources and people, and it resulted in significant 

economic inequalities. 

Culture: The British colonial rule had a profound impact on Indian culture, and it led to 

the marginalization and suppression of local cultures and traditions. The British introduced 

their culture and values in India, which often led to a sense of cultural alienation and loss of 

identity among the Indian people. 

 

Impact of globalisation on Indian culture 

Globalization has had a significant impact on Indian culture, both positive and negative. 

On the positive side, globalization has led to increased cultural exchange and the diffusion of 

ideas and practices, leading to greater cultural diversity and cosmopolitanism. It has also 

provided opportunities for Indian culture to be appreciated and recognized on a global scale, 

and for Indian artists, musicians, and filmmakers to gain international recognition. 

However, globalization has also had negative consequences on Indian culture. One of the 

main concerns is the impact of globalization on traditional and local cultures. Globalization has 

led to the spread of Western culture and values, particularly through the media and 

entertainment industries, which have often marginalized local cultural practices and traditions. 

Another concern is the impact of globalization on social norms and values. Globalization 

has brought with it new ideas and practices that challenge traditional social norms and values, 

particularly around gender and family relationships. The spread of Western consumerism and 

materialism has also contributed to the erosion of traditional values and the rise of a culture of 

consumerism. 

Furthermore, globalization has contributed to the homogenization of culture, with 

globalized products and brands often replacing local cultural products and practices. This has 

contributed to a sense of cultural dislocation and disorientation, particularly among younger 

generations who are increasingly disconnected from their cultural heritage. 

therefore, the impact of globalization on Indian culture is complex and multifaceted. 

While it has led to greater cultural exchange and diversity, it has also led to the marginalization 

of traditional and local cultures, the erosion of traditional social norms and values, and the 

homogenization of culture. As India continues to grapple with the challenges and opportunities 

of globalization, it is important to prioritize the preservation and promotion of local cultural 

practices and traditions while embracing the benefits of cultural exchange and diversity. 
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Numerous important points and queries need to be carefully thought out in light of the 

topics above. It is believed that English is a hegemonic, universal language that predominates 

all other languages. Given this, it is imperative to consider teaching English as a second or 

foreign language seriously. If there is not a balance established between the two, at least in the 

local and national curriculum, the interaction between the foreign dominant language and the 

learners' native tongue will subjugate the latter. The hegemonic language will more ruthlessly 

harm languages that have already been colonised, either in the past or in the present. Hegemony 

of the English language also poses fundamental problems concerning dominant and dominated 

cultures. It is discovered that the dominant language creates the prevailing culture, posing a 

challenge to learners' sense of cultural identity. This prompts curriculum designers and 

language teachers to consider the nature of the language material. Language and cultural 

hegemony in one state are a direct result of its political and economic dominance. As a result, 

the contemporary global English symbolises American power and aims to Americanize the 

world through its hegemony. 
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