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Abstract:
Salman Rushdie’s Haroun and the Sea of Stories is a Tale Rendition of Political and
Social events published on 2008. It is an allegory about censorship and the writer’s response
to it. The motif of silence and lack of freedom of expression is the sustained motifs of the novel
as well as Rushdie’s own life, as the critics tried to silence him for his novel The Satanic Verses.
Thus, in Haroun and the Sea of Stories, Rushdie had tried to place the original condition of the
society and his own mental conditions when Fatwa was issued for him for his novel The Satanic
Verses. In this novel Rashid, Haroun’s father had the similar conditions like Salman Rushdie
in his real life. Rashid Khalifa manufactured stories that spread cheerfulness among the people
in the sad city of Alifbay. But his wife Soroya ran off with his neighbor Mr. Sengupta and the
shock of losing wife and Haroun’s questionings for the utility of stories was too much for
Rashid to bear that he ran out of stories. Without stories Rashid finds that he has no way to
support himself or to justify his life. From here Haroun’s adventurous quest started in order to
return Rashid’s stories to him. This is also a son’s journey to give meaning to his father’s life.
Haroun and the Sea of Stories consists of twelve chapters. In each and every chapter Haroun
came across the various characters which helped into get through his goal. This article explains
that how these bizarre characters directly or indirectly helps Haroun to seek meaning of life.
Keywords: Magic Realism, Haroun, Censorship, Story, Quest, life, Bizarre.
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Magic Realism
Magic realism can be explained as fantasy combined with realism. It is a style of art or
literature that depicts, fantastic or mythological subjects in a realistic manner. Magic realism
is the capacity to enrich our idea of what is real by incorporating all dimensions of the
imagination, particularly as expressed in magic, myth and religion. (Benet’s Reader’s
encyclopedia)
Importance of Story
The conflict between the Gupland and Chupland shown in the novel revolves around
the importance of stories in a person’s life. Both of the people that Rashid Khalifa loves, his
son and his wife, both turn on him and tell him that his stories are not real and do not matter.
Without his stories Rashid finds that he has no way to support himself or to justify his life.
Haroun’s quest is not just an adventure to return Rashid’s stories to him, but it is also a son’s
journey to give meaning to his father’s life. In this way, Rushdie suggests that a person’s stories
compose their identity and dignity.
Censorship and Salman Rushdie
Rushdie has aimed censorship throughout the novel. Rushdie’s own experiences of
censorship when the Ayatollah placed a fatwa upon him for his depiction of Islam in The
Satanic Verses has mainly reflected in this novel. Chupwala and its dictator Khattam-Shud
represents this censorship. The antagonist Khattam-Shud wishes not only to poison the Sea of
Stories, but he also wishes to silence the stories completely. Chup, therefore, is not only a land
of darkness, but also a land of complete silence and censorship filled with darkness, mistrust,
revel, silence.
The land of Gup on the other hand is a land of complete freedom of speech, trust
sympathy, unity. In this novel Rushdie seems to favor Guppees freedom over the strict
authoritarian censorship of the Chupwalas.
Summary of Bizarre Encounters of Haroun in all Twelve Chapters of the Novel:
Shah of Blah
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Haroun was the hero of the story. He was the boy who travelled to Kahani to help
restore his father’s story telling power. In this chapter Haroun came across his father (i) Rashid
Khalifa, he was known as ‘Shah of Blah’ by the people of Alifbay who disliked him and known
as ‘Ocean of Notions’ by the people who liked him. (ii) Soroya Khalifa, Haroun’s mother who
was a singer. (iii) Neighbors (Mr. and Mrs. Sengupta) Mr. Sengupta was a measly man who
lived about the Khalifa family in sad city. He had no appreciation for story and stole Haroun’s
mother from the family. (iv) Some politicos
Here Haroun’s quest began as he believed that his father ran out of stories because of
him. Haroun aimed to bring back his father’s story telling power and his journey began. In this
chapter Haroun had found one problem in himself after his mother ran off with Mr. Sengupta
at sharp 11:00 AM. Haroun found that he could not keep his mind on anything for more than
eleven minutes at a time.
The Mail Coach
In this chapter Haroun’s father Rashid took Haroun along with him in the Political rally.
There, Rashid failed to tell the stories and both father and son were thrown out by the two
mustached persons. After that, Haroun and Rashid boards a mail bus bound for the valley K.
In this chapter Haroun comes across the various cities and the places of the country
Alifbay. In Alifbay many places were named after letters of the alphabets.
The mail bus was driven by (i) Mr. Butt a Parrot looking man, (Butt, The Hoopoe) was
a mechanical bird that flied Haroun to the moon Kahani and accompanied him on his journey.
He stuttered and spokes in riddles. Rashid made a deal with Butt to drive on the dangerous road
between the land of G and the valley of K. Butt drived dangerously and Haroun worried that
he will die. In valley of K, Rashid told Haroun about (ii) Khattam-Shud, Khattam which means
‘silence’ was the novels antagonist. He poisoned the story streams of the Sea of Stories and
captured Princes Batcheat. Haroun met (iii) Mr. Butto (Snooty Buttoo) he was an autocrat
politician in the valley of K. He brought in Rashid to tell stories to help him to be elected. Mr.
Butto took Haroun and Rashid to his boat on the Dull Lake. As they departed on the lake they
were engulfed in a thick mist.
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Valley of K
In the (i) Valley of K or the Dull Lake or the Moody Lake weather changed according
to moods. Here Haroun realized that it is a mist of misery brought on by his father’s foul mood.
When the sea began to rock Haroun told everyone to think good thoughts and as they did the
sea calmed. Here Rashid and Haroun reached to a (ii) Yatch or house boat known as Arabian
Nights (Ocean of Stream of Stories) that took them their destination. The boat was very
luxurious but both Rashid and Haroun had difficulty in sleeping. In the boat, at the night,
Haroun heard a noise in his bedroom, there he found an old man with an onion shaped head,
who got disappeared when Haroun saw him. The old man was (iii) Iff (The Water Genie), Iff
dropped a wrench (the disconnecting tool) which was collected by Haroun. Iff told Haroun that
he was send by Walrus to unsubscribe Rashid’s story tap. (iv) Walrus, (He was the head of the
P2C2E, Process 2 Complicated 2 Explain on Kahani.) He was the person, Haroun tried to talk
to in order to get back his father’s story water turned on again. When the water Genie asked
Haroun to give back his wrench (the disconnecting tool) Haroun demanded Iff to take him to
Walrus in Gup city Kahani, and Iff reluctantly conceded in order to get his wrench back from
Haroun.
An Iff and A Butt
Here, Iff told Haroun to pick a bird, real or imaginary then Haroun picked a bird named
Hoopoe. (i) Butt the Hoopoe was a large mechanical bird that flew Haroun to Moon Kahani
and accompanied him on his journey. Haroun and his father climbed on Hoopoe’s back and
accelerated into space. The Hoopoe looked like Mr. Butt so Haroun named it Butt the Hoopoe.
They were able to communicate telepathically. Butt the Hoopoe landed on the Sea of Stories
of Kahani. (ii) Kahani land, Haroun reached Kahani land (Moon) which was covered with
ocean. Iff collected water from Kahani land and asked Haroun to drink and make a wish from
the wish water but Haroun failed to choose between his mother or to wish for the story teller
subscription for his father and unfortunately the effect of wish water vanished after eleven
minutes. Iff said stories float in a Gup land in the liquid form and Iff dipped a golden cup and
extracted a single story from it and gave to Haroun to drink that story water. This story water
helped Haroun to fight with all monsters in order to save princess Batcheat. (iv) Princess
Batcheat, she was the Princess of land of Gup. She was captured by Khatam-Shud and the
forces of Chup. After drinking the story Haroun transformed himself as huge monster (big
spider), due to this Princes Batcheat failed to identify Haroun and attacked him with a knife
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and Haroun got fainted. When Haroun woke from his story Iff told him that someone named
Khattam-Shud was poisoning the story.
About Guppes and Chupwalas
Haroun, Butt the Hoopoe and Iff the water Genie flew to the (i) Land of Gup. In Gup
city Haroun felt his father’s stories were becoming true. In the entire Gup land, all the Guppes
were preparing for the war. In Gup land Haroun met (ii) Mali, the water gardener. He cared for
the streams in the sea of stories on Kahani. Gardener informed Haroun that the sea water is
getting polluted along with the stories of the sea and it is done by the Chupwala’s leader
Khattam-Shud (Cultmaster).
Here Rushdie wants to say that there are many stories not all stories are good or can be
told. According to Rushdie silence and censorship is equal to Khattam- Shud in this novel.
In Gup land Haroun came across (iii) Prince Bolo, the prince of the land of Gup
prepared the Guppee army to the land of Chup in order to rescue his Princess fiancé, Princess
Batrcheat. Prince Bolo announced that princess Batcheat was been kidnapped. (iv) The Gup
parliament (v) Palace of the King (King Chatterjee) (vi) Pleasure Garden (vii) P2C2E House
(viii) General Kitab, the General of Guppee army. He was known for talking openly and freely
about his battle plans. Here, Walrus announced their plans for war to the Pages of the Guppee
library (Army). Prince Bolo and General Kitab brought a spy with a hood over his head. When
the hood was removed Haroun saw his father Rashid. War was announced for two reasons (a)
Sea water was getting polluted (b) Princess Batcheat was kidnapped.
The Spy’s Stories
Rashid was considered as a spy of stories. Rashid explained that he was a story teller
subscriber of voter service. Haroun convinced all that Rashid is his father, not a spy. Here
Rashid informed that Princess Batcheat was kept in twilight strip. He has dreamt it as he was
subscriber of stories and stories came in their dreams. Here, Haroun came across (i)
Blabbermouth, the page in the library (Army) of Gup. She disguises herself as a boy but found
out after she saves the Guppee leadership from a suicide bomber. Blabbermouth entertains
Haroun with her juggling act.
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Into the Twilight Strip
Haroun along with Gupwala’s moved to Twilight Strip. Here Haroun saw many Pages
(workers) into the Twilight Strip, they all looked similar like the pages of the books. They were
thinking that how could they save Princess or Ocean. Meanwhile Iff’s disconnecting tool was
stolen by one of Page named Blabbermouth. Haroun was confused whether they will win or
not as they were not having enough power/energy to move.
The Shadow Warriors’s
In this chapter Haroun confronts (i) Mudra (The Shadow Warrior, Soldier) is a former
Chupwala soldier. He left the army because he disagreed with Khattam-Shud’s way of ruling
and helped Gupees in their fight against the Chupwala army. Mudra was a champion warrior
of Chup city. All the Chupwala’s had one thing common that they all spoke in gestures. Words
were no uttered from their mouth as uttering words may create mistake and punishment can be
announced by the Chupwala head the Khattam-Shud. So, they avoided speaking.
Here Salman Rushdie has told about himself, as Fatwa was raised for him for his novel
Satanic Verses. Rushdie felt that the punishment of Fatwa was given to him for expressing his
views.
Rashid interprets the worrier’s talk. Mudra was fighting against Khattam-Shud who
was the cruel ruler of Chupland in order to bring peace back to Chup. Mudra agreed to help the
Gupees to defeat Khattam-Shud.
The Dark Ship
It looks like an ark. Here, Haroun saw that the water had become acidic and poisonous
that the fishes were not able to survive. Haroun identified that the eyes of all the Chupawala’s
were differently colored and excessive brightness could make them blind. In this chapter
Haroun encountered Khattam-Shud (The Cultmaster) who appeared as a tiny, measly man
Haroun realized that this was Khattam-Shud’s shadow that had detached from its owner.
Cultmaster said that stories are inefficient and useless and that is why they were being
destroyed. Khattam-Shud asked the same question as Mr. Sengupta asked that what’s the use
of stories that are not even true. So, Haroun believed that Khattam-Shud might be Mr. Sen
Gupta but Khattam-Shud denied.
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Haroun’s Wish
Salman Rushdie has compared Khattam-Shud to censorship. According to Khatam
Shud world is not for fun it is for controlling. Khattam-Shud was against the publish of stories
and Rashid ran out of stories because of him. Here, Rashid is Salman Rushdie himself.
Khattam-Shud accepted that Ocean of stories cannot be controlled so he had poisoned
the Ocean. He had built a giant (PLUG) to seal the story which was sourced at the bottom of
Sea. Rushdie here serves his own conditions that all, even the anti-stories were published but
why not his stories.
Haroun drank a vial of wish water which was given to him by Iff. He wished that the
axis of Kahani would spin normally. His wish worked and after few minutes the entire land
bathed in sunlight. All the shadow vanished and every one was free and the poison was
destroyed.
Princess Batcheat
Blabbermouth’s duel identity was disclosed between the fight of Chupwalas and
Ghupwalas. Guppees won due to their honest communication and unity whereas Chupwalas
lost due to their silence, distrust for each other. As the battle stopped a great earthquake
occurred and the moon began to spin. The statue of Bezaban fell and crushed the real Khattam
-Shud. Peace was declared and everyone received a promotion within their rank. Princess
Batcheat and Rashid’s subscription both were found and people celebrated. Haroun moved to
the Walrus.
What is the Walrus
In the last chapter Haroun met his aim, Walrus, who is Iff’s boss. Haroun wished a
happy ending for his sad city Alifbay. The city remembered its name ‘Kahani’, which means
story. Haroun realized that the Walrus had put a happy ending into the form of rain drops.
Rashid regained his story telling capacity and told the story of ‘Haroun and the Sea of Stories’
and the people enjoyed. Rashid told that the stories had the power to help get rid the world
from oppressive rural world. Haroun’s mother Soroya came back and finally Mr. Sengupta lost
as Khattam-Shud.
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Examples of Magic Realism in this Novel
(i)

Invisible Tap: The magic realism here is the tap itself appearing to be a normal or
real object but actually it dispenses story waters where Rashid receives stories that
made him the famous “Ocean of Notions.”

(ii)

Twilight Strip: The Twilight Strip is what separates the darkness- from the land of
Chup- from the endless light- from the land of Gup. the magic realism shown is that
Chattergy’s wall and the Twilight Strip are both barriers but cannot be seen because
they are invisible like the equator of Earth.

(iii)

The Ocean of Stream of Story: This is good example of magic realism as Ocean
itself is a real thing and actually exists. But here instead of water in an Ocean there
are thousands of multicolored currents in the Ocean of the Stream of Story.

(iv)

Moody Lake: Moody Lake or the Dull Lake as known in the novel is affected by
the emotions of the people around it and the weather conditions change according
to the mood of the people.

(v)

Shadow Pic: A strong aspect in the story that showed magic realism was the
Shadows. When Mudra was capture, he explained that Khattam-Shud ruler of the
Chpwala can be in two places at once. The shadow can be detached from a person
and can allow the shadow to have a mind of his own and freely to what it wants.

(vi)

Hoopoe: The magic realism to Hoopoe is that although his outer appearance as a
bird shows nothing of him like a machine but latter on the story, he gets his brain
removed and placed back in.

(vii)

The Moon Kahani: Kahani is a great example of magic realism. The Moon itself
we know exists and it is a true thing, but in this novel lots of magic are connected
with it. Almost the whole moon is covered in water. This water is “Story Water”
and it is colorful in this novel whereas in our real moon there is no water at all and
no life on it but in the novel people live in Kahani.

Conclusion
This research paper has drawn out all the characters and elements from each chapter
which Haroun faced during his journey in order to achieve the motif of his father’s life. Haroun
too searched the meaning of life via the encounter of these bizarre magical elements as Invisible
Tap, Hoopoe, The Moon-Kahani, Twilight Strip, Moody Lake, The Ocean of the Stream of
Story, Shadow Pic, and many more elements of this novel. This research paper concludes that
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the eponymous hero Haroun had achieved his goal of bringing the story telling power of his
father Rashid via magical realism and has searched the meaning of his life too. Salman Rushdie
has beautifully expressed his real conditions as the character Rashid Khalifa in this novel.
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