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Abstract:
Indian English literature gained international fame by the writings of eminent Indian
writers from Shri Aurobindo to Mulk Raj Anand. Women writers of Indian English literature
gained equivalent international fame as their male counterparts have. Women writers of modern
Indian English literature concerned with the equality of both sexes in writing as in the works of
Anita Desai, Shobha De, Shashi Deshpande, Githa Hariharan, Manju Kapur, Anita Nair, Jhumpa
Lahiri, Kiran Desai, Barti Mukherjee etc. Women poetess like Toru Dutt, Sarojini Naidu, and
Kamala Das claimed their own identity and exposed the realistic experiences of women in their
poems. Writers like Shashi Deshpande and Anita Desai raised the issues related to modern Indian
women and portrayed their isolated, depressed and psychological condition. Social and emotional
aspect of female lives also been portrayed in works of Ruth Prawar Jhubvala, Nargis Dalal, Shobha
De and Bharati Mukherjee. The in decidability between tradition and modernity, desire and need,
duty as a daughter and as a wife are main concerns of Kamala Markandaya's characters. In the
field of Magic realism Chitra Banerjee's 'The Mistress of Spices'(1997), is a landmark whereas
Suniti Namjoshi wrote on fantasy and surrealism, Anuradha presented Indian dystopia of 21st
century. Traditional Indian culture and the quest for identity are some issues with which Santa
Rama, Jhubvala dealt. Feminine confessions, the problem of single women, sprinters, are the
prominent themes of the poets of Indian English literature like Tara Patel, Aana Sujata, Mehta and
Kamla Das. The paper gives the inside details about the problems, loneliness, distressed and
psychological conditions of Indian women presented in the women writers of modern Indian
English poetry. I used the content analysis method for preparing this paper. The paper covered the
women writers from Indian English literature including novels, short stories, personal stories,
journalistic writings and poetry.
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Introduction
Women writers of Indian English literature gained International fame like male writers of
India in English literature. Kamala markandaya in her novels the conflict of races, cultural
divergence, sexual perversion place a factor for communication gap between characters. Most of
them were facing poverty, hunger and communal disturbance of the 1960s. ‘Nectar in a Sieve’ is
a story of havoc by modernity and Technology which lead towards hunger and degradation of lives
of people in South India. In modern context the equality of sexes becomes a prominent figure of
women writers of Indian English literature. Anita Desai ‘Cry the Peacock’ indicates the problem
of loneliness and quest for love in contemporary arranged marriages of India. Maya married
Gautam, an older man than herself. Her unsatisfied love quest forced her to kill her husband and
ultimately, she committed suicide. Shobha De is one of the women writers of India in English who
presents the challenges and position of contemporary Indian women. She rejects the approach of
marginalized women of India and explores the ways for the urban Indian woman. Her characters
like Karund in ‘Socialite Evenings’, Asha in Starry Nights have raised the voice of new women
and their problems.
Purpose of writing
Indian Women Writers have been and neglected from decades and subverted their voices.
The paper is to bring forth the neglected voices and images of women Indian English writers and
to project their role in contributing in different genres of English literature. Women writers from
India have gained awards and covered the social issues of Indian communities as well as cultural
problems in their writings. The contribution of modern Indian women in English poetry we can go
back to to Toru Dutt, Narendran, and Tara Patel, Anna Sujata etc. These are the writers who have
challenged the negative portrayal of females in the poems of male poets. Women took the themes
of men and women relationship, single women life and constructed the image of females as weak
in men's poetry. The paper not only brings out the women poetess, but the women novelist who
have searched for female identity and challenged the patriarchal society. Writers like Richa Kaul
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Padte in ‘Cyber Sexy’, Nalini Janeela in ‘Romantic Encounters’ and Bhavani ilavenil in ‘how
Karuna Nidhi betrayed Dalits’, raised the contemporary themes.
Kamala Das freely dared to share the feminine sensibility in many of her poems like the
‘Freaks’ and in ‘My grandmother’s House’. She confesses the dissatisfaction of an arranged
marriage and openly discusses her sexual Desire. From Toru Dutt to Kamala Das, Indian women
composed poems in English beyond the imagination whether it should be in ‘A Sheaf Gleaned in
French fields’, and ‘The Golden Threshold’ by Sarojini Naidu. The freaks by Kamala Das, Gauri
Deshpande and Eunice De Souza presents a phase of Indian English poetry which presents
feminine sensibility.
Many Indian women writers created their own world in portraying the issues related to
modern Indian women. Anita Desai depicted and isolated characters longing for love like Monisha.
Shashi Deshpande and Shobha De also showed the depressed female in their novels. Githa
Hariharan, Anita Nair, Manju Kapur, Jhumpa Lahiri, are well known women writers who raised
the lonely and depressed conditions of modern women in their novels.
The later generation of Indian women writers in English literature not only represented the
realistic condition of contemporary women, but they also tried to touch the psychological,
sociological and emotional aspects of female lives.
Shashi Deshpande, Ruth Parwar jhabvala, Nargis Dalal, Shobha De and Mukherjee, are
intellectuals who articulate awareness and remove instability of women's life. Kamala
markandaya characters decide between tradition and modernity, Desire and need, the responsibility
of daughter and wife and ultimately break the Chains of discriminations. Anita Desai’s characters
felt the sense of loneliness when they tried to make a balance between self and the society. Shashi
Deshpande’s perception of psychology and traumatic life of characters is the Mile stones for the
generations of young writers. Glamorous and the upper middle-class women are the focus of
Shobha De's novels. Cross culture duality and flexible identity of immigrant population and their
transition from feminine to female is the focus of Bharati Mukherjee's novels.
Anita Desai not only wrote novels but short stories also. Like male, she also won the
Sahitya Academy Award for ‘Fire on Mountain’ in 1978. She was a versatile genius who also
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wrote for children and won the guardian children's award. Her notable work is ‘voices in the
City’. She wrote many novels. In the list of Booker Prize winners, the other name is of Arundhati
Roy who won the prestigious award for ‘The God of Small Things’. She wrote novels and
screenplays; she also wrote essays of human values and nature in female context and their
problems. Social surroundings are the themes of Anita Nair. Her notable novel mistress was
considered for the prize of orange broadband. Shashi Deshpande won the Sahitya Academy Award
for that long silence, though she also wrote short stories, yet she established herself in Indian
literature as a prominent novelist for ‘Holds no Terror. She got Padma Shri for her notable
contribution in Indian women English literature.
When we think about bold, free and modern women, author of Indian English literature,
Shobha De is all rounder in the field of novels copywriter, freelance writer and columnist. She is
known as Jackie Collins of India. She raised the problem of sex and need in Indian society and the
women becomes the victim of male constructed system. Her novels ‘Starry Nights’, ‘Socialite
Evening’, ‘Sisters’ and Snapshots, portrayed women in different physical violent conditions in
which no survival is possible, but surrendering her bodies is the only option.
Women writers from India are known not only for their works but for their social works
like Sudha Murthy. She wrote Dollar Souse, translated from the Vernacular genre of Kannada
literature. Jhumpa Lahiri is known for the Namesake, Indian American author of short stories and
novels. She was one of the Pulitzer Prize winners. Some women are versatile like Chitra Banerjee
Devakurani, who is a poet novelist professor and short story writer. She is known for 'mistress of
Spice’ and awarded American book award. Some Indian born women novelist like Kiran Desai
contributed a lot in Indian English literature by her great novels like ‘Inheritance of Loss’ and
Hullabaloo in the Guava Orchard and won the Man Booker prize. Bharati Mukherjee and Preeti
Shenoy are beautiful names for National Book critics circle award and bestselling authors. Bharti’s
‘Desirable Daughters’ is a considerable work of Fiction. Preeti is known for her blogs, poetry and
yoga.
Indian English Novel is one of the ways which described the best of Identity in Indian
women especially of modern India. Struggling women usually don't get family support. The
themes of Identity are delayed by Nayantara Sahgal in ‘Rich like us 1986, Rama Mehta’s ‘Inside
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the Haveli’ 1977. On the other hand, Githa Hariharan’s ‘The Thousand faces of Night’ 1992, dealt
with the traditional Indian culture particularly on female education.
Women writers after 1990 are very much known to English language and they presented
contemporary and regional themes. They used many new genres and techniques in Indian English
writing. In ‘The Mistress of Spices’ Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni, used magic realism, Indian
dystopia, fantasy and surrealism used in the writing of Suniti Namjoshi. We witnessed Indian
dystopia in Anuradha Marah, Idol Love by Roy village life in ‘Nampolly House’ and Rani
Dharker's the virgin syndrome. Indian English writers like Arundhati Roy, Anita Nair, Kamala
Das and Viswanathan, established themselves as regional writers of India. For psychological inside
of women and her struggle in male dominated world and Diaspora condition of Indian immigrants
are the themes of Anita Desai.
Women writers of Indian English literature have been going under the continuous change
from traditional to contemporary issues of society. They adopted the different themes from
mythological to the psychological and dystopia in their writing. Modern novels by women writers
in India raised the issues which are related to the contemporary world and psychological condition
of characters. They portrayed very inside of the characters. Issues like pornography was displayed
in ‘Cyber Sexy: rethinking pornophraphy’ by Richa Kaul. The book tried to find out the answer of
the question how pornography been received in society, it is a private but it is some way the part
of this society. Nalini Jameela’s book ‘The Autobiography of Sex Worker’ 2007 and Romantic
Encounters with sex worker’, are brain storming books. Romantic Encounters with Sex Workers’
translated from Malayalam version of the book. It tells the story of her life and go beyond the the
patriarchal domination of sex world. Women now become aware of freedom and patriarchy. Deepa
Narayan’s book, ‘Breaking the silence about India’s women’, projects the story of Rebel and racist
and opposition of common women against the domestic discrimination and injustice. Some writers
like Bhawani Ilavenil wrote about politics of Tamil, she goes to war: women militants of India by
Rashmi Saxena showed burning problems and life of women in Chhattisgarh and how their faces
social hatred etc. Women writers in English did not limit themselves only to one particular topic,
but they dealt with various issues and a variety of themes. Jhumpa Lahiri, a U.S. based Indian
novelist, is a Pulitzer Prize winner. She is known for her novel ‘The namesake’ and ‘Interpreter of
Maladies. Chitra Banerjee, an excellent storyteller, retold the story of Mahabharata from the point
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of view of Draupadi in the palace of illusions and an Indian women story in America dealt in the
Mistress. She also contributed to the academic writing multitude: cross Reading for writers.
One of the influential writers is Arundhati Roy who deals with emotions. In the God of
Small Things and the ministry of utmost happiness are two different novels she exposes the social
and political system of India. Kiran Desai won the Man Booker prize for Inheritance of loss. Her
Hullabaloo in the Guava Orchard is a picture of a man running away from her adulthood
responsibilities. Anuja Chauhan is known for the phrases Yeh Dil Maange More and Dar Ke Aage
Jeet Hai. She is known for her narrative technique, her book ‘Battle for Bittora’, is a story of jinni
and her journey to Bittora. Ismat chughtai wrote out of the limited range. Her story Lihaaf (The
Quilt), discuss homosexual relationship. Amrita Pritam’s ‘Pinjar’, is their novel from the time of
partition and focused on the political turmoil at that time. Mahasweta Devi is a literary figure in
Indian English literature that wrote over 100 books and worked as a social activist. Judy Balan
wrote, ‘Two Fates: The Story of My Divorce, a parody of two states by Chetan Bhagat.
Mahasweta Devi's short stories ‘rudali’, explained the condition of lower caste women of
Rajasthan who were hired to mourn the death of upper caste people. She wrote against the injustice
of society to women. The list would not complete without the name of Namita Gokhale who was
concerned about every aspect of women's lives from childhood to marriage and to the careeroriented women in her novels. Her protagonists like Paro and Priya, Gudiya and Shakuntala,
portrayed very well. Indian American poetess and writer, Meena Alexander composed a collection
of poems and wrote one act play like ‘In the Middle Earth’.
As we know that English literature is more dominated with male writings and had
neglected female voices for a long time and the sense of isolation is still felt by women writers of
India which is marrying our critical ability and depriving us of the great works of female artists.
These silent stories should come out to face the dominated scenario of the postmodern world. The
paper is an attempt to highlight the women Indian writers of different genres of English literature
and to claim the rightful position for them in Indian English writing.
Women writers in Indian English have claimed their place in the literary world. They are
really using the themes of their voices. They recognized their originality and versatility. New
female writers are enjoying success and raising issues which were silent for a long time in society.
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Issues of sensuality, servility, subjugation and sex, they handled very well. Only the Indian women
can present the Indian feminism and writers like Ismat chughtai and Shobha De are doing it very
well.
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